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elevangelists. Everyone knows one or two popular preachers on TV. In 

case you know no names, then I am comfortably sure you can 

recognize three or more religious channels on your TV. Because of 

technology, anyone who has a TV or radio can plug in and watch/hear 

sermons at any time of the day. 

           Probably some of you have heard a pastor/bishop/priest teach about 

prosperity and riches. Whether on TV or under the roof of a well-lit church, 

our ears have come across this message. Aside from our charismatic leaders 

preaching on wealth, Jesus too had something to say about riches. From 

these teachings, the most fundamental questions arise in a believer’s heart: 

• Is having wealth wrong? 

• Is being poor against God’s will? 

• Can I be rich and still serve God? 

• Does God bless his servants with riches, or is this Satan’s doing? 

 

          As a young Christian myself, I have found myself asking the same 

questions above. Since the day I began attending church until the time I 

took keen interest in reading and understanding my Bible, these questions 

have been answered by the Almighty God gradually over the years. 

Below, I have outlined and tackled [to the best of my ability] the list of 

questions and ideas commonly asked and believed by believers and non-

believers alike.  

 

 

 

 

T 
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Does poverty indicate you are a true Christian? Does wealth come 

from Satan only? 

      

      It’s time to debunk this train of thought from your mind. Firstly, it is 

true Satan does bestow great wealth on his servants. This is proven in the 

temptation of Jesus as Satan presented him with hard-to-resist offers:  

 

And the devil said to Him [Jesus], ‘I will give you this entire domain and its glory for it has 

been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. Therefore, if you worship me, it 

shall be all yours.’ (Luke 4:1-11) 

 

Jesus was too clever to give in to Satan’s demands for He knew nothing 

good comes from the devil (James 1:17). On the other hand, God too 

bestows riches and wealth on His servants. This is evident in the life of King 

Solomon. He was the richest man to have ever lived and the only one to 

possess such wealth until now. All his wisdom was accompanied by wealth 

as a bonus gift from God (1Kings 3: 4-14). 

Another wealthy servant of God was Abraham. He possessed great 

amounts of silver, gold, servants, and cattle (Gen 13: 2-7). Not to mention 

Joseph who was Pharaoh’s right hand and a very rich man according to his 

status in Egypt (Gen 41:39-44). 

What about the New Testament? Were there any rich followers of Jesus 

Christ? Yes, there were. Wealth was not only seen in the Old Testament 

people but also in the age of Jesus. Let’s take a look at Zaccheus the tax 

collector. The bible indicates he was rich (Luke 19: 2). Another is Joseph of 

Arimathea (Mark 15: 42-46) who had an already made tomb which was 

donated to burry Jesus. Only rich Hebrews owned tombs. 

Are there other rich people who followed Jesus after his death? Yes! 

There are servants of Christ who helped the early church with material 

goods in spreading the gospel.  

Take for example Philemon who owned a slave called Onesimus. Paul 

implored him to forgive Onesimus his wrongs, and that he’ll pay anything he 

owes him (Philemon 1). Only rich people in Israel afforded to keep slaves or 

use debtors as servants. Others included Cornelius, the Roman Centurion 

(Acts 10: 1-48), and the Ethiopian eunuch minister of treasury. 
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     A word of wisdom, not all riches come from Satan. True wealth and 

riches come from God. And not everyone who is rich is a servant of the devil. 

So, you cannot use riches or wealth to gauge if a person serves God or not. 

 

The Lord makes poor and rich, He brings low and also exalts. (1st Samuel 2:7) 

Furthermore, as for everyman to whom God has given riches and wealth, He has also 

empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labour, this is 

the gift of God. (Eccl. 5: 19)  

 

 

 

 

Is Poverty part of God’s will for my life? 

Why are many Christians struggling financially?  

How comes majority of the poor people in my area are Christians?  

Since I became a Christian, my finances have gone down the drain. 

My family has served God for decades yet we struggle to live every day. 

    These are common questions and thoughts many believers and non-

believers ask. I too have been there, yet I served the living God. It is 

important to realize that as Christians, we are bound to face some sort of 

lack as we serve God. Paul himself also suffered in lack, but in all things he 

learnt to be content.  

Not that I complain of want, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content. I know 

how to be abased and live humbly in straightened circumstances, and I know also how to 

enjoy plenty and live in abundance. I have learned in all circumstances the secret of facing 

every situation, whether well-fed or going hungry, having a sufficiency and enough to spare 

or going without and being in want. (Phil. 4: 11) 

 

     A closer scrutiny of the Bible shows us the servants of God in different 

states of lack and riches. Moses was once rich but he fled Egypt to work as a 

herdsman for his uncle, where he was just a commoner on a normal wage. 

Abraham was very rich, and his family from Chaldea was also wealthy.  
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    On the contrary, prophets Jeremiah and Isaiah were normal people who 

didn’t have an abundance of wealth. Jeremiah bough a piece of land from 

his cousin- he had to get that money from somewhere - while Hosea had a 

wife and children to take care of- meaning he had to work to maintain his 

family.  

    Additionally, Jesus too was not rich and his housing situation was 

terrible. He even described his state with accurate imagery: 

 

And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 

has nowhere to lay his head.’ (Mat 8: 20) 

 

      Regardless of lack of material wealth, Jesus counted on God for 

providence. His Father opened doors for him to feed the 5,000 with two fish 

and bread. Incredible, right? Also, Jesus was able to continue his ministry 

through the contributions of women disciples who supported him financially 

(Luke 8:2). He even managed to hold the last supper in an upper room 

through God’s mighty hand of provision. 

      If God has called you to serve Him and you lack the resources to start 

your ministry, do not worry. The same God, who provided Jesus and Paul 

with the resources to work, will provide for you. 

      So, is poverty from God? No, poverty is not of God. This is because God 

will always meet your needs according to the riches of his glory (Phil. 4:19). 

Poverty means the lack of or scarcity. The lack of material wealth or riches, 

for a Christian, does not necessarily mean they are poor.  

      To some, God gives a moderate financial life, to others, He gives 

immense wealth according to His riches and purpose. Sometimes, God 

wants His servants to own no material possession for His glory and mighty 

works to be manifested as a testimony to the world. 

      At times, God takes away the believer’s wealth as a test of commitment 

to Him, like in the case of Job. God can also allow the devil to strike you 

with poverty, so that His work in you is not hindered by material possession. 

Likewise, God may allow His children to grow up in poverty, so when their 

blessings come, they may know how to humble themselves and help others 

who are in need.  

      Furthermore, Jesus tells us to be prepared to leave everything (wealth, 

riches, family) behind if we choose to serve Him. Do you remember the rich 

young man who wanted eternal life? What about the mission of the 12 and 

70 disciples? 
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‘Take no gold, nor silver. Nor copper in your belts, no bag for 

your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor a staff, for the 

laborer deserves his food. (Mat 10: 9, Luke 10:4) 

 

‘…you lack one thing, go sell what you have and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me…he 

went away sorrowful; for he had great possessions.’ (Mark 10:21-

22) 

‘...if any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take 

up his cross daily and follow me…for what does it profit a man if he 

gains the whole world and loses [forfeits] his soul [himself]. (Luke 

9:22-25) 

 

‘Sell your possessions, and give alms; provide yourselves with 

purses that do not grow old...’ (Luke 12: 33) 

 

        The again, the devil uses poverty to oppress God’s people. The bible 

clearly states, the devil comes to ‘steal, kill, and destroy’ (John 3:16) and 

this is not only spiritual but also physical. Satan can destroy your finances, 

job opportunities, business, and even steal your blessings to force you to 

remain in poverty for the rest of your life. 

        It is wise to seek God’s will concerning poverty in your life. If deep in 

your heart you sense the situation you’re in is not of God, then stand 

against the works of the devil using the Word of Truth. Also, tithing and 

offerings are a sure way of gaining God’s blessing and success for the work 

of your hands. 

 

Bring the tithe into the storehouse … test Me in this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I 

will not throw open the flood gates of heaven and pour out so much blessings that there will 

not be room enough to store it.’ (Malachi 3:10) 

 

A generous [liberal] person will prosper, and one who waters will himself be watered. (Prov. 11: 

26) 

Give and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 

be put into your lap. For the measure you give will be the measure you get back. (Luke 6: 38) 

The Bible gives us a 
way to defeat the 
spirit of poverty in 
our lives. One of 
them is by giving, 
and the other, by 
kicking out 
laziness, slackness, 
and slumber from 
us. 
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A miserly [stingy] man hastens after wealth and does not know that poverty will come upon him. 

(Prov.28: 22) 

One man gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only 

suffers want. (Prov. 11: 24) 

Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger. (Prov. 19: 15) 

A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will come upon you 

like a robber, and want like an armed man. (Prov. 24: 33-34) 

Other scriptural references to poverty and giving are: Prov.13:18, Psalms 

37:21, Acts 20: 35, Deut. 15: 8-11. 

 

          When you make a habit of giving, the devil will have no right over 

your blessings since the Bible assures us in 

this. Do not be fooled. No amount of laying 

of hands or dedicating things to your pastor 

will chase away the spirit of poverty. It’s 

only through giving and offering with a 

cheerful heart, and tithing, that you’ll be 

able to break the chains of poverty over 

your life. 

But be warned. Before doing anything, 

consult God on whom and in which church to 

give your tithe. Satan uses false prophets 

and dead churches to stunt the growth of 

God’s children financially and spiritually. A 

tithe to the wrong altar and giving to cultic 

[wicked] people may result in further 

bondage to poverty. 

 

 

 

Can I Be Rich and still serve God? 

      Rumors about rich servants of God not being able to serve God properly 

because of wealth keep making rounds within the Christian community. 

This statement is not entirely false [nor is it accurately true]. 

      From the previous passages, you have seen servants of God from the old 

to the new testaments who served God despite being rich.  

It is accurate to say 

money is a drug. Once 

you taste its abundance, 

it will be difficult to 

accept the lack of it. 

That’s why there’s a 

phrase saying, ‘the 

biggest fear of the rich is 

becoming poor.’ 
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      Plus, who said it is wrong for a Christian to have wealth? God Himself 

tells us wealth and riches are a gift from Him (Eccl. 5: 19). However, there is 

snare when it comes to wealth. This is the desire to be rich, which in turn, 

fuels the want for money.  

 

For the love of money is a root of all evils; it is through this cravings [longings]  that some 

have wandered away from the faith and pierced their hearts with many pangs [griefs]. (1st 

Timothy 6:10) 

 

        No wonder many wealthy people take extreme measures to maintain 

their lifestyles; from fraud, false marketing, overcharging, reducing 

employment salaries, hosting reality shows, to even embezzlement. So, what 

does this mean for a Christian? 

        As a Christian you are not immune to this unless you deny yourself. 

What do I mean by denying yourself? You need to be ‘poor in spirit’. Jesus 

used this phrase in the beatitudes when he taught on the Mountains.  

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Mat 5:3) 

 

        The reward for the humble in spirit is the possession of heaven. 

Likewise, Jesus taught that where your heart is, there is where your 

treasure is. So, if you deny your earthly treasures, and set your heart on 

heaven, you can comfortably have wealth and not be controlled by it. 

        Being poor in spirit refers to the Art of having everything but 

possessing nothing. You have money in your account but you do not take 

pride in it [that is humility]. You have wealth but you don’t use it for your 

selfish passions and lusts.  

         Instead, you use your wealth to help God’s ministry, spread the 

Gospel, help God’s servants, and assist those in need. Equally, you do not 

hold back your hand from helping your brother or sister when they call to 

you. 
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        Besides, your success does not come by your own might or power, but 

by the Spirit of God. Therefore, do not swell your heart and mind with pride 

thinking you did this by yourself. Or else God’s wrath will be upon you. 

 

But Jeshurun [Israel] waxed fat and kicked; you waxed fat and grew thick, you became 

sleek; then he forsook the God who made him, and scoffed at the Rock of his salvation. They 

stirred Him to jealousy with strange gods… they provoked Him to anger. (Deut. 32: 15-16) 

 

        Due of pride, and lust for money, many Christians have fallen into the 

hands of Satan. Thereby, allowing selfishness to rule their lives. To keep 

self-centeredness from taking over, God commands us to share what we 

have with the poor and needy within our midst. 

For the poor will never cease out of this land; therefore I 

command you, you shall open wide your hand to your 

brother, to the needy and to the poor, in the land. 

(Deut.15: 11) 

           Many successful people are prone to 

the mistake of placing money before God. 

They trust their wealth to open doors of 

opportunity, buy their way out of a 

situation, gain authoritative seats in 

schools, companies and churches, and to 

get away with wrong doings. Even though 

money can get you the best bed in hospital, 

it can never buy life. For this reason, do not 

put confidence in your wealth or in the work 

of your hands. When you leave this earth, you’ll leave behind all the wealth 

too. So, strive to live righteously and do not make money your idol. 

 

           Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited [egotistic], or to 

set [fix] their hopes on uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all 

things to enjoy. (1st Timothy 6: 17) 

 

            In addition to this, denying yourself is the realization that you came 

into this world with nothing and will leave this world with nothing. Take for 

example celebrities and politicians. Many of them have died and left behind 

mansions, accounts full of millions, and vast pieces of land.  

Your wealth is a gift from 

God and does not entirely 

result from your own 

effort. Remember every 

good and perfect gift 

comes from above, from 

the Father of lights 

(James 1:17). 
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           Not to mention, how some heirs to such properties squandered their 

family wealth until nothing was left. Instead of stocking up wealth and 

hording riches for your own benefit, use this gift of God for His service. By 

doing this, you not only avoid trusting riches, but you also refrain from 

idolizing money. 

           You can be a wealthy Christian who serves God. This is the decision 

you make from your heart and not by words. Use the wealth God has given 

you according to His purpose. Also, enjoy the fruits of your labor because 

the bible allows every hard worker in Christ to do so. For those who want 

the blessing of wealth, do not be shy to ask God to bless you according to 

His will. 

           God’s purpose for everyone is different, but it all leads to the building 

and sanctification of the church. Whether by wealth or scarcity, Jesus takes 

care of his members for He is the head of the church. Our God is not partial. 

He is the God of all and He will raise men and women whoi serve Him with 

or without wealth. 

 

 
i I encourage my readers to cross-reference these writings with the Bible. Test everything you read and see if it 
matches with God’s Word. May Jesus Christ of Nazareth bless you all, Amen! 


